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Slavery not a Domestic Institution.
By a " Domestic Institution," we under-

stand one which affects only those who
adopt it. Slavery is the creature of munici-
pal law ; and if its effects were not extend-
ed beyond the limits of the State which
adopts it, it would be strictly a " domestic
institution." A State or territory may pre-
fer the civil to the common law ; but that
would constitute no ground of quarrel or
interference on the part of a neighboring
state which does not. So, one state may
think its interests require banking institu-
tions, or a system of internal improvements ;
but as these can affect a sister state only in
an indirect way, it can have no right to pro-
test against them, or to attempt in any way
to overturn them. American slavery would
be of that class were it not for that clause
in the constitution which makes five slaves
equal, so far as the general government is
concerned, to three free men.

This clause takes American slavery out of
the list of domestic institutions and places
it among the political institutions of this
country, which, in their growth or decay,
affect every citizen. Slavery in Virginia
would be a domestic institution with which
no citizen of Massachusetts would have any
thing to do, did it not so happen that Vir-
ginia, with 949,133 free inhabitants, has
thirteen representatives in Congress, while
Massachusetts, with a free population of
45,331 greater, has only eleven representa-
tives. How does it happen then, that the
free men of Massachusetts are thus out-vote- d

in the House of Representatives? Simply
because Virginia has a population ot 472,-52- 8

slaves. Is slavery in Virginia then
a domestic institution, concerning which
the freeman of Massachusetts has no right
to think, speak and act? Certainly not;
it is a political institution; and the Mas-
sachusetts man has therefore just as much
right to strive to circumscribe it, diminish
it or abolish it, as the Virginian has to do
the contrary.

Alabama has a free population of 428,779
souls, and New Jersey has 489,833 ; yet Al-
abama has seven representatives in Congress,
while New Jersey with 60,000 more freemen,
has only five. "Here we find the 342,892
slaves ol Alabama not only sufficient to
balance the 60,000 free men of New Jersey,
but to give her two representatives beside.
In Georgia there are 524,601 free people, and
iu Connecticut and Rhode Island there are
518,337; but though the free population is
nearly equal, Georgia has two more repre-
sentatives than both these States because
she happens to have 3S1.682 slaves. Missis-
sippi and Louisiana together have a free pop-
ulation of 569,601, and nine representatives ;

while Illinois, with a free population of
851,470, that is 281,769, more than theirs, has
only nine representatives, because, forsooth,
she has not half a million slaves as Missis-
sippi and Louisiana have. Texas has 154,-43- 1

free people, and two representatives ;

while Iowa with 192,214, has only two
but the latter has not 53,161 slaves, who, in
Texas, are just equal to 37,783 freemen in
Iowa. Wisconsin has a free population of
o02.329, almost double the free population
of Texas, yet the latter has two representa-
tives and the former three. But Louisiana,
with only 272,953 free inhabitants, almost
75.000 less than Wisconsin, has our
' In all the free States there is a population
f 13,434,798, which is represented in the

House of Representatives by 143 members.
The slave states have a similar population,
a trifle mora than one half as large, and yet,
instead of having only 71 representatives,
the half of the number sent from the North,
it has 90, or 19 more! These ninteen repre-
sentatives are not the representatives of six
millions of free men in the south, but of the
three millions of slaves.

Can slavery be a domestic institution then
when it has nineteen voices to speak for it
on the floor of Congress? Is it not rather a
political institution in which every citizen;
of th3 country, whether he be from the
North or South is directly interested ? Blot
out that clause of the Constitution which
pves to five ignorant and brutal slaves of
rJxas, the political weight and importance
of three Daniel Websters at the North, and
slavery will cease to b3 a political institu-
tion, and will becoace a "domestic institu- -

tion," one that would give us no further
trouble ; then there would be no slavery
propagandists at the South howling because
a solemn compact of our fathers, like the
flaming sword in the garden of Eden, turns
every way to keep them and their slaves out
of regions dedicated to freedom.

Notwithstanding compromises seem to
have fallen into disrepute, and aie now prettv
generally treated with contempt, we think
we could propose one, based on a different
principle from any we have yet had, that
would go very far toward relieving our good,
quiet citizens, both at the north and south,
from any further annoyance from the fierce
"agitations' we have been troubled with
so much in the past few years. The main
cause of all these agitations we take to have
been the fact, that our southern friends have
insisted on having for their political slavery
all the rights, privileges and immunities of
domestic slavery. Obviously, then, the true
way of stopping these "agitations'' is to
reduce slavery to a domestic institution in
reality, by stripping it of all its political
qualities. This could be done by striking
out that clause of the Constitution which
gives to five southern slaves a voice in Con-
gress equal to three northern free men. 13y

this means we would take away from south-
ern agitators the only reason they have had
for desiring the extension of slavery, namely,
an increase of political power for their section

a power that, notwithstanding its relative
weakness, by union and by adroitly taking
advantage of dissessions and partv differen
ces at the north, has hitherto succeeded in
shaping the policy of the country prettv
much so as to suit its own views and inter-
ests. Strike out this clause and their occu-
pation will be gone ; slavery will be really a
" domestic institution ;" no one will be inter-
ested in its extension but slave-breede- rs ; and
no one will be any more anxious to restrict or
eradicate it, than to diminish or eradicate
intemperance, crime, all kinds of oppression,
or anything else which tends to embarrass
the material, mental or moral progress of
the country. Cin. Gazette.

Transplanting Trees,
For the next sixty davs nearly every fami

ly in the United States will plant one or
more trees. How many of these will live
and thrive as they should ? Scarcely one in
ten. Why ? Because they are rudely taken
up and afterwards stuck in the hard, clayey
earth, with limbs and roots torn and ragged.
An instance will suffice. Farmer A. has a lane
or yard which he is determined to beautify
with elms and maples. He goes to the woods,
digs up tall, spindling trees, cuts off roots
and limbs throws the trunks on his wagon
or sled, and drags them where he wants them.
Here he digs in the hard earth, a hole barely
sufficient to contain one, and leaves them,
hoping they will flourish grandly, without
lungs, stomach or food. Some of them bare-
ly live, and a large majority die Why does
he not use a little common sense, get all the
roots he can, clip off a few of the branches,
and then dig a hole ten feet in diameter and
three feet deep, and fill it with rich, surface
soil, placing his tree in it at about the same
depth it grew in the forest. Let him do
this, and water it occasionally, and our word
for it his trees will grow right away, and
not one in a hundred die.

How many thousands of fruit 'trees arej
planted in poor, thin soil, where they must
necessarily starve ?

As well expect a pig to thrive when turned
into a last year's wheat field. No farmer
need spend his money in the purchase of
either fine trees or stock, unless he knows
how to take proper care of them after they
come into his possession. j

In reference to shade and ornamental trees,
they can be be readily obtained in any neigh-- !
borhood. We have the pine, poplar, walnut,
butternut, linden, red and sugar maples,
buckeye, sassafras, gum, willow, dogwood.
oak, three varieties of ash, elm, sycamore,'
hickory,

, .

hemlock, and laurel,...in1
nearly all

trie dtaies.
All of these are either beautiful or pictur

esque, and it given a fair chance will add
greatly to the pleasantness and cash value
of any premises. Plant a tree, mature it
properly, and it" will tell of thee for centu-
ries to "coir.e." ,

Lower California.
A SKETCH OF THE COUNTRY.

The expedition of Col. Walker having
attracted attention to Lower California, a
description of that peninsula, which we
translate from the Eco d'ltalia, New York,
will no doubt be interesting to our readers.
California lies between 112 and 119 deg. of
west longitude, (calculated trom the Obser-
vatory of Paris) and between 23 and 32 deg.
40 min. latitude north. It is an extensive,
regular peninsula, which from the southwest
of Upper California, extends to a point
whence is to be seen the beautiful region of
Sonora and Cinola, from which it is se parted
by the Gulf of California, whose greatest
breadth is about 195 miles. This tract of
country is bounded on the north by Upper
California, on the east by the Gulf of Cali-
fornia, and to the south and west by the
Pacific, its greatest length is 780 miles, and
its breadth 114 miles. Its superfices con-
tain about 46,000 square geographical miles,
and its population docs not exceed 18,000.
Groups of islets lie near its western and
eastern shores.

Throughout the whole length, Lower Cal-

ifornia is traversed by a great chain of pre-
cipitous and naked mountains. Rivers are
scarce, and the few that exist have but a short
course. The soil is arid and unproductive
for a great part, but in certain localities, to
the north especially, it is very fertile. Con- -

isequently, Lower California abounds in
grains, fruits, cattle and game. Ihe waters
of its seas and rivers are wonderfully pro-
lific of fish. Upon the shores of the Gulf,
are found in abundance the turtles which
furnish that valuable article of commerce
the tortoise shell. In some places a beauti-
ful species of whale is found. But the most
interesting fact is, that in the Gulf of Cali-
fornia, and particularly around the Islands,
San Francisco, St. Joseph and Santa Cruz,
the Pearl Fishery is pursued with great suc-
cess and profit by the inhabitants, and es-

pecially by the Indians. Cochineal in great
masses, is gathered from the trees and plants
on the coasts. Rich mines of gold and sil-

ver have, in times past, yielded abundantly to
their explorers.

The peninsula is provided with good har-
bors, which will at no distant day be sur-
rounded by important towns. Among the
principal, are those of Escondida, Loretta
andMulega; the great bay of Magdalenahas
also some excellent ones, although now en-

tirely deserted. The towns in this region are
few, and all small, the largest, Loreto, upon
the Gulf of California, about 270 miles from
its mouth, not containing more than 1,000
inhabitants.

The country enjoys a salubrious climate.
Upon the seacoast, in the warm season, a
grateful coolness prevails, owing to the sea
breezes, which temper the burning rays of
the sun ; in the interior, however, the heat
is often intense. The different seasons of
this peninsular territory ar at almost direct
variance with those of continental Califor-
nia : the clear weather here begins in No
vember and terminates in June. j

The celebrated Cav. Duhaut Cilly says, j

" there is not, perhaps, upon the globe a'
country in which a greater age is attained
than in Lower California. Few of these
Californians live less than eighty years, not
a few surpass even a hundred years, and al
most all live to see their fourth generation, j

The Lower native Californians are sun wor-- i
shippers, or idolaters, and they are perfectly
savage and brutal in their manners and cus- -

toms. They resemble closely the aborigines
of Upper California. The civilized Indians!
profess Catholicism, and they have inter-- '
married with the Spaniards, who are the only
foreigners in the country. We close this!
account with an extract of a letter from Mr.
Prim, an American traveller in this country!
some years since :

" In a geographical and commercial point
of view, Lower California i3 destined to be-- 1

come an important possession. For a for-- :
eign power, the possession of Lower Cali'
iornia seem3 to me more uesiraDie man ma;
of the Sandwich Island group. It contains
more tillable soil than that Archipelago,
besides pearl fisheries, precipes mines, and
excellent bays. In the bosom of uncultivat-
ed and barren mountains opeu fertile valleys,
among which are thgse of San Jose, Todos

Santos, Connandes, Santa Guadalupe, and
others. The Cape of San Lucas, at the
southern extremity of the peninsula, posses-
ses a good harbor, very secure during nine
months of the year, but open to the east, and
impracticable during the months of July,
August and September, when the southwest
winds blow. A breakwater could be erect-
ed at little cost, which would render it ac-
cessible and safe at all seasons. Cape St.
Lucas is destined to be the Gibraltar of the
Pacific, unless La Paz should be preferred for
the advantage of its port."

Tub Comkt. This little stranger can be
seen a little after sunset in the west, when
the sky is not obscured by clouds.

A correspondent of the Boston Traveler,
writing from Cambridge observatory, April
3d, says :

The comet, now so conspicuous in the
evening near the western horizon, as seen
through the groat reliuctory at Cambridge,
presents a blazing nucleus and a tail which
may be traced to the extent of ten degrees.
The tail is curved towards the north, and has
a strongly-define- d outline about the head and
on the south side; but this line is traced
with difficulty on the north side. Near and
following the nucleus, there is a narrow lane
of open dark space. Judging from a rough
estimate of this comet's rate and direction
of motion, it was probably seen here as
early as we could have seen viz: on the
2Uthult. Three observations of its position
are required as the data necessary for deter-
mining the elements of its orbit, one of
which has been obtained at Cambridge.

An astronomer sends to the Nantucket
Inquirer the following account of the new
comet :

A beautiful comet, with a bright, well-define- d

nucleus and train, was observed this
evening in the western twilight and near the
northern border of the zodiacal light. It so
much resembles the one of August last,
and its apparent relative position to the sun
is so similar to that when first seen, that it
might well be taken for the same. Tim train
is slightly curved covex to the south, and
the position of the nucleus, as deduced from
the time and amplitude of its sitting with-
out the aid of instruments, nearly corres-
ponds with the 17th degree of right ascen-
sion, and the 18th degree of north declina-
tion.

Geological Scuvkv. A bill has hern in-

troduced into the Ohio House of Represen-
tatives to provide for a geological survey of
the entire State. By this proposition Ohio
is to be divided into six districts, and the
work to be done by one principal geologist
and a sufficient number of assistants. A

ma) at least seven feet by six, engraving
to illustrate the final report, the topography
of every square mile of territory, assays and
so on, are all provided for in the bill, and
taxation to the amount of one dollar per
square mile 40,000 per year for the State
to pay the expenses. Cleve. Herald.

The seventh section of the bill is this:
After the first year of field survey the

Legislature shall appropriate a requisite sum
of money to purchase (in one tract) one
square mile of land; and after the second
year of field operations the Legislature shall
contract for appropriate buildings to be.
erected thereorl, to be known as the " Agri-
cultural College of Ohio," in which college
shall be taught animal and vegetable chemis-
try, animal and vegetable physiology, geolo-
gy, botany, agriculture, and all other branch-
es tending to develop and perfect agricul-
ture.

The Census of 1850 is at length before the
public, and is announced for sale at the
moderate price of 16. It is, consequently,
no trifle, either in size or price; nor is it par-
ticularly adapted to the breeches pocket, any
way. But it is an invaluable work ; an im-
mortal one, we may say. Every mother's son
with a local habitation and a name, is there.
He may not find his name, but if he looks
among the millions and finds an odd number,
he may indulge the proud consciousness that
he is that odd number ; and the further sat-
isfaction that if, by any accident, he had
been omitted among those millions, the en-
tire work woulcl be wroug. Exquisite de-

light, to be essential to a work that costs
16. N. Y. Time's.'


